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Where Nostalgia Meets Suspicion.
Baang and Burne Contemporary Presents  

Michael Kirchoff and Meyer Uranovsky, Part of 6x6

In Of Faith, Power, and Glory, the sixth and final exhibition of Baang 
and Burne Contemporary’s six-week art event, titled “6x6”, the  
gallery juxtaposes photographs of Russia of a by-gone era with  
strikingly painted portraits of dictators and tyrants inspired by present 
day “bad guys” of contemporary society.

Photographed over the course of multiple visits since 2007, Michael 
Kirchoff ’s ongoing body of work “An Enduring Grace” explores the 
landscape and cultural heritage of Russia. Inspired by a childhood 
fascination with television broadcasts from the then Soviet Union and 
images of Moscow’s Red Square, Kirchoff approaches the  
contemporary Russian landscape with a nostalgia and wonderment 
that is captured on the transient Polaroid film.

In stark contrast to Kirchoff ’s Russia of endless beauty and rich history, 
Meyer Uranovsky’s portraits of archetypal villains such as army  
generals, politicians, judges, kings, and dictators flanked by their 
henchmen, seem eerily to have been extracted from Kirchoff ’s  
brooding Russian landscapes. Uranovsky refuses to name names, but 
his works, which reference the tradition of state portraiture, bring to 
mind Stalin, Franco, Mussolini, and Castro. But even as Uranovsky 
paints these characters with suspicion his role remains more that of a 
satirist than judge.
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About Michael Kirchoff
Based in Los Angeles, Michael Kirchoff has spent the last decade traveling and capturing images of 
people, cultures, and landscapes around the world. His trademark dramatic dark skies and rich textural 
tones present his subjects with a depth and dimension that often raises them to an iconic status. His 
work has garnered recognition from the International Photography Awards, the Prix de la Photographie 
in Paris, and has been published in Black & White, Fraction, and Diffusion Magazines.

About Meyer Uranovsky
Born in 1939, in Cape Town, South Africa, of Russian émigré parents, Uranovsky studied at Michaelis 
School of Fine Art at the University of Cape Town. Over the past 40 years he has won numerous prizes 
and awards, including a post-graduate bursary to study at Hayter’s Atelier 17 in Paris. Since immigrating 
to the United States in 1996, Uranovsky’s work has exhibited at the Clockwork-Apple Gallery, New York 
City; Circle Gallery, Adelphi University, New York; Salena Gallery, Long Island University, Brooklyn, the 
Great Neck Art Center, Long Island. 

About 6x6
Beginning on September 8, 2011, Baang and Burne Contemporary will present 6x6, a series of six, back 
to back, one week only art exhibitions in New York City. 6x6, (pronounced six by six) is the art  
equivalent of a music festival, highlighting a line-up of twelve international artists, plus a host of events 
and programs for art buyers, artists, and creative entrepreneurs.

6x6 will feature artwork by: Kesha Bruce, Kris Graves, Charlie Grosso, Michael Kirchoff, Cara Lynn 
Kleid, Jacqueline Norheim, Readymade777, Karen Rudd, Ed Smith, Meyer Uranovsky, Stacia Yeapanis, 
and Jane Zweibel.
 
About Baang + Burne
Baang and Burne Contemporary, is a touring art gallery founded by artists Charlie Grosso (aka Mr. 
Baang) and Kesha Bruce (aka Mr. Burne) in 2009. Their gallery takes its name from a cold-war era 
espionage term used to describe covert sabotage and demolish operations. Grosso explains, “When we 
came across the term ‘bang and burn’ it seemed perfect. Our approach is about removing the barriers 
that are part of the old-school art buying experience and creating something new.”

Bruce and Grosso met in 2008 and quickly discovered they shared a similar vision of how the business of 
art should be run. Influenced by feminist art movements of the 1970’s and inspired by the 90’s era Indie 
Rock movement, Baang and Burne takes their business model directly from the Indie Rock music  
industry, by focusing on fluidity in operations and placing an emphasis on building relationships with 
their fan base, collectors, and artists alike. “Baang and Burne isn’t about being tastemakers or  
gatekeepers” says Bruce, “We want to create a new paradigm where dialogue between artists and art  
buyers is encouraged and we can nurture ongoing relationships.”
 
For further inquiries regarding 6x6, please email: contact@baangandburne.com or call 646-926-6408. 
You can visit the gallery online at www.baangandburne.com and www.6x6NYC.com
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