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Two Artists ask the Question: What Makes us Human?
An exhibition of work by Artists Ed Smith and Charlie Grosso as Part of 6x6.

What does it mean to be made of flesh and bone?  What is the true 
nature of the human animal?  In the inaugural exhibition of Baang and 
Burne Contemporary’s six-week art event,  appropriately titled 6x6,  
artists Ed Smith and Charlie Grosso tackle these questions head on, 
while using radically different mediums and approaches.

Both artists have enjoyed successful careers documenting the visceral 
and fleshy boundaries of humanity. In their exhibition, Flesh and 
Bone, Smith’s large-scale bronze sculptures and Grosso’s gorgeously 
saturated photographs of food markets come together to display both 
the strength and the fragility that is an essential aspect of the  
contemporary human experience.

About Ed Smith
In his bronze sculptures and bold works on paper Ed Smith takes on 
life’s most significant and complex issues. In his work, metaphors for 
love, desire, birth, mourning, and death are treated with a nearly  
heroic tone.  

Smith is a Guggenheim Fellow in Sculpture and Drawing and an  
Associate of the Royal British Society of Sculptors. His work has been 
written about and reviewed in the New York Times, Art News, the 
Miami Herald, Giornale Dell’Arte, The San Francisco Examiner, and 
many others.
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About Charlie Grosso
Born in Taipei, Taiwan; Charlie Grosso is a Chinese American woman with a male Italian name. Her  
photographic work revolves around the themes of home, food, sex, and personal narrative.

She is best known for her photographs of food markets and street scenes in East Asia, Europe, South 
America and the Middle East. Over the past fourteen years her on-going, epic photographic series, Wok 
the Dog, a photo exposé of food markets around the globe, has taken her around the world and back 
covering 21 countries 82 cities to date with another 19 countries to go.  Her work has been widely  
exhibited in Los Angeles, New York, and across Europe.

About 6x6
Beginning on September 8, 2011, Baang and Burne Contemporary will present 6x6, a series of six, back 
to back, one week only art exhibitions in New York City. 6x6, (pronounced six by six) is the art  
equivalent of a music festival, highlighting a line-up of twelve international artists, plus a host of events 
and programs for art buyers, artists, and creative entrepreneurs.

6x6 will feature artwork by: Kesha Bruce, Kris Graves, Charlie Grosso, Michael Kirchoff, Cara Lynn 
Kleid, Jacqueline Norheim, Readymade777, Karen Rudd, Ed Smith, Meyer Uranovsky, Stacia Yeapanis, 
and Jane Zweibel.
 
About Baang + Burne
Baang and Burne Contemporary, is a touring art gallery founded by artists Charlie Grosso (aka Mr. 
Baang) and Kesha Bruce (aka Mr. Burne) in 2009. Their gallery takes its name from a cold-war era 
espionage term used to describe covert sabotage and demolish operations. Grosso explains, “When we 
came across the term ‘bang and burn’ it seemed perfect. Our approach is about removing the barriers 
that are part of the old-school art buying experience and creating something new.”

Bruce and Grosso met in 2008 and quickly discovered they shared a similar vision of how the business 
of art should be run. Influenced by feminist art movements of the 1970’s and inspired by the 90’s era 
Indie Rock movement, Baang and Burne takes their business model directly from the Indie Rock music 
industry, by  
focusing on fluidity in operations and placing an emphasis on building relationships with their fan base, 
collectors, and artists alike. “Baang and Burne isn’t about being tastemakers or gatekeepers” says Bruce, 
“We want to create a new paradigm where dialogue between artists and art buyers is encouraged and we 
can nurture ongoing relationships.”
 
For further inquiries regarding 6x6, please email: contact@baangandburne.com or call 646-926-6408. 
You can visit the gallery online at www.baangandburne.com and www.6x6NYC.com
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